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17 voided leases may be reviewed again

By John O'Connor
john@postguam.com

Seventeen of 104 Chamorro Land
Trust leases that have been nullified
and voided may get another review.

The Chamorro Land Trust Commis-
sion may give the leases additional
review as the board considers correc-
tive actions for these leases, accord-
ing to Chairman John Reyes Jr.

Leases issued to applicants who
switched or transferred application
dates and rights with another living
applicant were deemed null and void
after then-Attorney General Elizabeth
Barrett-Anderson determined in 2018
that there was no authority allowing
thesetransfers or switchestotake place.
The commission could not correct or
remedy leases in violation of this prohi-
bition, the AG at the time said.

There were originally 102 nullified
and voided leases. However, a legis-
lative review of the |eases in late 2018
did not find fraud.

Reyes said two more were added to
the count, increasing the total to 104.

In June, the CLTC heard proposed
corrective actions for these leases,
which included granting additional
authority so that the commission can
allow switches and transfers among
living applicants, as well as three
options that terminate the leases but
provide several types of remedies to
lessees.
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One proposal is to grant a right
of entry for those whose leases will
be terminated until their date and
time is reached for processing. On
a more recent case, the commission
had granted a right of entry to an
individual on the null and void list,
according to discussions during the
June meeting.

“Yes, there were 17 adjudicated
null and void leases but it is our
responsibility to ensure there is and
was equitable and parity treatment
in the adjudication. As a result, the
decision the board makes in rela-
tion to the corrective action may
warrant another review of the adju-
dicated leases," Reyes said Monday
in response to The Guam Daily Post
inquiries about null and void leases
and other CLTC issues first submit-
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33% of 1995 applicants
received leases

Among his responses to the Post,
Reyes also provided information on
the 1995 applicants. Out of 7123
applicants who applied in that first
year that the land trust program was
launched, 2,349 were issued leases by
the CLTC, or around 33%.

There have been about 11,704 total
paid applications received by the CLTC
as of June. The commission has issued
2,905 leases in total, accounting for
about a quarter of the total number of
applications.

"Currently, CLTC is in the process
of addressing all the prohibited past
actions that have taken place," Reyes
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“Currently,
CLTCisinthe
process of addressing

all the prohibited
past actions that have
taken place”

- John Reyes Jr., chairman,
Chamorro Land Trust Commission

---------------------------------------

said, referring to land trust problems
that were revealed in the prior admin-
istration. " Afterthat hasbeenresolved
CLTC will commence the process of
processing the next 40 applications
for leases. Please be advised that the
processing of applications for leases
will be contingent on the constitu-
ents' ability to provide all the neces-
sary eligibility documentation and
information.”

At this time, the commission has
sufficient land inventory to award
leases to all pending applicants.
However, the commission is encoun-
tering challenges such as the lack
of basic infrastructure, surveys, and
accessibility to some of these lots,
according to Reyes.
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On Guam, typhoons can reach our shores quickly and cause massive
damage physically and economically. This September, participate
in Typhoon Preparedness Month by making preparations.

STEP ONE: MAKE A PLAN

®

Create an emergency plan for your household. Your plan should
include how you will receive emergency alerts and warnings, a
shelter plan, evacuation route, and a family communication plan.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CREATING YOUR

OWN TYPHOON EMERGENCY PLAN, VISIT
WWW.READY.GOV/PLAN.
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