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Smaller nations face road
blocks in attending COP26
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UN warns: World set
for 2.7C rise on current
climate pledges

LONDON (Reuters) - Current
commitments to cut green-
house gas emissions put the
planet on track for an average
2.7 degrees Celsius tempera-
ture rise this century, a United
Nations report said on Tuesday,
in another stark warning ahead
of crunch climate talks.

Governments will be in the
spotlight at the COP26 confer-
ence next week to meet a dead-
line of this year to commit to
more ambitious cut pledges, in
what could be the last chance to
put the world on track to limit-
ing warming to below 2C above
pre-industrial levels and ideally
to1.5C, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit.

As extreme weather events
from wildfires to floods have
hit countries around the world,
a U.N. report in August warned
that global warming due to
greenhouse gas emissions
could breach 1.5C in the next
two decades.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on Monday it was
"touch and go" whether the most
important round of U.N. talks
since the Paris Agreement in
2015 will secure the agreements
needed to tackle climate change.

By Beh Lih Yi
Thomson Reuters Foundation

KUALA LUMPUR - Some of the
world's  most climate-vulnerable
countries have been forced to scale
back their attendance at the COP26
climate summit due to COVID-19
travel curbs and costs, blunting their
negotiating power, according to Fiji's
U.N. ambassador.

Border closures, quarantine rules
and high travel costs will see small
island states and poorer nations
sending smaller delegations, with
some leaders unable to travel to the
key United Nations' climate talks that
start in Scotland on Sunday.

Only four leaders from Pacificisland
states - Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu
and Palau - are due to attend the
COP26 conference in person, accord-
ing to Satyendra Prasad, Fiji's ambas-
sador to the United Nations.

"The stakes could not be higher, but
it's a very difficult situation,” Prasad
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation
by phone from New York, where he is
based.

Borders remain closed in many
Pacific island countries to keep local
communities safe from COVID-19,
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as in Kiribati, while long quarantine
periods of up to three weeks including
in Tonga make it hard for leaders to
travel, Prasad added.

COP26 is billed as the "last best
shot" for the world to try to limit
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
- crucial for Pacific nations battling
more powerful tropical storms and
rising sea levels, according to the U.N.
envoy.

Pacific negotiators will need to
"work really hard" on crucial agenda
items like climate finance, he added.

Fiji - part of the Alliance of Small
Island States - will push rich govern-
ments to agree to deliver $750 billion a
year to support climate action in poorer
countries from 2025 - up from an unmet
annual pledge of $100 billion now.

"It's sad that the Pacific will be least
well-represented at this COP. ... We
know that not having a presence in the
way that we would have in a normal
year is a big disadvantage to the small-
est countries,” said Prasad.

‘A little bit late’

Concerns that unequal access to
vaccines and high travel costs would
exclude officials and activists from
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developing nations from the COP26
summit prompted an unsuccessful
call by a network of 1,500 groups last
month to delay the conference.

Host nation Britain insisted the
summit - already postponed a year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic - should
not be put off again, with London offer-
ing funding assistance and COVID-19
vaccines for delegates who could not
otherwise access them.

But those measures "came a little
bit late" for some in the poorest coun-
tries to procure the documents and
funding needed to travel, said Tracy
Kajumba, a researcher at the Interna-
tional Institute for Environment and
Development, which supports the
least developed countries at the U.N.
climate talks.

The 46-nation group said last
month it was worried about lack of
inclusion at COP26, given the barriers
to participation.

"We appreciate that it's difficult to
organize the COP amid this pandemic,
but it doesn't take away what the chal-
lenges could be in terms of represen-
tation and inclusivity," Kajumba told
journalists.

HIGH EFFICIENCY PARTICULATE ABSORBING &HEPA)
FILTRATION SYSTEM AND MAINTENANC

SUBMISSION DATE: Thursday, November 18,2021 at 10 :00 AM ChST

Note: It is solely the Bidder's responsibility to review the website on a daily basis for
the issuance of Amendments/Clarifications for any possible changes to the IFB.

IFB packages are available for download on the GDOE website at
https://www.gdoe.net/District/Department/12-Office-of-Supply-Management

* Ahard copy may also be picked up at the GDOE Office of Supply Management at
501 Mariner Avenue, Suite 116
Barrigada, Guam 96913-1608.

* Please contact procurement@gdoe.net to schedule curb-side pick-up of hard copy.
* Anon-refundable fee of $10.00 (cash only) is required upon hard copy pick-up.

This activity is administered by the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) - Federal
Programs Division/Grants Office and funded by the U.S. Department of Education,
Education Stabilization Fund Il - State Educational Agency (ESF II-SEA).
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Purchase and Installation of Ultraviolet Air Disinfection Systems
This ad is paid with HUD funds by GHURA

Guam Housing and Urban Renewal Authority (GHURA) will receive sealed bids for the Ultraviolet Air Disinfection
Systems until 10:00 am on November 24, 2021 in the Board Room located at the Main Office in Sinajana.

In compliance with Executive Order 2020-14 enforcing a six-foot social distance and limiting large gatherings in
enclosed spaces, GHURA has redesigned its pre-bid conference and IFB/RFP process. GHURA will conduct the
pre-bid meeting on November 4, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom video conference; the bid specifications and
Zoom meeting details are available on GHURA's website. The Bid specifications are available beginning October
28,2021. Please visit the link below for further IFB information:

https://www.ghura.org/doing-business-us/bidsproposalsrelease-funds/invitation-hids

A $50.00 non-refundable deposit (exact cash, money order, or company check) is required for each IFB packet.
Personal checks will not be accepted. GHURA reserves the right to waive any minor informalities, cancel this
solicitation at any time and reject any and all proposals.

GHURA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Ray S. Topasna
Executive Director

GHURA does not discriminate against persons with disabilities.
The Chief Planner has been designated as Section 504 Coordinator.
The Coordinator can be contacted at the above address and telephone numbers.






