
August 21 , 2008  

Kudos to All Faculty and Staff for a 

smooth first day of school!!! 

As Untalan Middle School finally opened on Monday, August 18, 2008, the first 
day of school was a huge success at both the school-wide level and the 
classroom level.  The excitement and enthusiasm were prevalent in our campus.  
In the morning, Board member Peter Ada assisted the Administrators, Teachers, 
and Support Staff in greeting the students and distributing school supplies.  Mr. 
Hernandez, Mr. Kelly, Mr. McDow, Mr. Mateo, Mrs. Talavera, Mr. Shipman, 
and a host of other teachers were highly visible and greeted the students and 
helped guide them to their respective classrooms.  The confusion of the schedule 
was minimized as Mary Tenorio and Vivian Tedtaotao prepared the posting of 
the schedule on the walls.  All our counselors assisted parents and students with 
their schedules.  Mr. Danny Leon Guerrero, with the assistance of Linda and 
Rose, helped tremendously with the teachers who are on long term leave as their 
students were sent to the library until funding for substitutes are provided.  
During lunch, all support staff were highly visible and interacting with the 
students to develop a positive relationship.  Lastly, as I observed the classrooms, 
all teachers were teaching the classroom rules, procedures, and expectations.  
Now that we are off to such a good start, the next challenge is to sustain this 
momentum.  With the level of commitment and dedication demonstrated by this 
faculty and staff, I am certain such goals will be met. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 August 22, 2008-Friday:   Final day to pass out student syllabus 

 August 25, 2008-Monday:  Student Assembly at the gymnasium 

August 27, 2008-Wednesday:  Open House from 6-8PM 

August 29, 2008-Friday:   Club Fair during lunch 

September 2, 2008-Tuesday  Begin Flip Flop Schedule 

      Faculty meeting at 7:30AM (Library) 

       

 

 

 

 

 



Teachers: For your classroom syllabus, please include these components for 
administrator approval:   

1. Course outline, including skills and knowledge students are to achieve 

2. Materials needed 

3. Class rules, consequences, interventions, and citizenship rubrics 

!"  Parent/guardian expectations to promote partnership#

 The syllabus must be passed out no later than August 22.#

A NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM ADMINISTRATOR 

Due to the delay of the opening of the school year, we have decided to postpone all administration-teacher 
meetings until next week.  Therefore, the week of August 25-29 will be a full schedule in terms of grade level 
Professional Learning Communities, content area Professional Learning Communities, and team Professional 
Learning Communities.  The important dates to remember for the week of August 25-29 are: 

Date PLC Room Comments 

August 25, 2008 (Monday) Grade Level 
Content teachers 

TBA Focus will be on conducting effective PLCÕs and 
proper documentation.  The meeting will occur 
during student assembly. 

August 26, 2008 (Tuesday) Whole School Library Focus is primarily informational and procedural in 
nature with the operations of the school. 

August 26, 2008 (Tuesday) Content Area TBA  

August 27, 2008 (Wed) 6th Grade Team 
Teachers 

August 28, 2008 (Thursday) 7th Grade Team 
Teachers 

August 29, 2008 (Friday) 8th Grade Team 
Teachers 

Team 
Leaders 
room 

Focus will be on personalization of PLC as it 
relates to the goals and challenges of the team. 

In addition to the Professional Learning Communities, please be prepared for a schedule shift as a result of the 
implementation of the DistrictÕs remedial program for reading, language arts, and math.  Students who score three 
grade levels or below will be assigned to remedial program in the form of Corrective Reading and math lab.  
However, the DATA will determine the classes and sections of remedial programs.  Furthermore, in an effort to 
fulfill the vision of professional learning communities, it is critical that a data team consisting of our Department 
Chairs be given an additional preparation period to collect, examine, and facilitate data gathering and analysis. 
Ultimately, these changes will result in the following changes: 

1. Expect brand new class list 

2. Expect new matrix schedules-possibility that the preparation period times may change 

3. Expect overloads in some classes 

4. Homebase assignment and class roster of students should stay the same 



#

#

#

Attention Students: 

Boys and Girls Cross country and Boys Volleyball practice begins on Wednesday August 20, 2008 at 3:45pm 
through 5:30pm in the UMS Gym. Students must have updated physical forms, parental consent, and proper 
attire in order to participate.  All interested 6th graders are invited to participate. Interested  7th and 8th graders 
must have maintained a 70% or better Grade Point Average with no ÒFÓ or ÒUÓ from 4th quarter report card. 
Students may pick up and drop off physical forms from Mr. Pama in room 5. 

Mr. Pama, Coach 

Yo, Wildcats! 

Because the library is presently being used as a classroom the entire day, it will remain closed to all others.  
Those of you who are accustomed to visiting the library especially during your lunch, would have to wait until 
we ware no longer being used as a classroom.  

Listen to the bulletin for the opening date.  Welcome back to UMS! 

Mr. L.G., Librarian                         

Attention Students: 

Student schedules are subject to change within two weeks a result of the Nelson Reading tests.   Students who 
score three grade levels or below will be placed in the Correcting reading remedial program.  Students who 
score equal to, or better than, two grade levels will be taking part in curriculum in accordance with GPSS 
Content Standards and Performance Indicators.   

TeacherÕs syllabi will be distributed to you within the week.  Please review the syllabi with your parent as 
the expectations, grades, citizenship, required materials, and our suggestions for partnership will be explicitly 
stated.  

Once schedules are finalized, teachers will be giving you a form for textbook management and accountability.  
Please bring home to your parent/guardian and return back to your 1st period teacher with acknowledgement 
from your parent/guardian. 

Due to delay of the opening of school, UMS Open House will be postponed for Wednesday, August 27, 2008, 
6:00 p.m. 

Letters for parents regarding the above mentioned will be distributed to all 1st period teachers today, August 19, 
2008.  Students, please ensure that you pass the notice to your parent/guardian.  
                                                         

 

 



Attention Students: 

Please be advised that our front gates open at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 4:00 p.m.  Car riders, please inform your 
parents that due to supervision issues, they are asked to adhere to the time schedule and not to drop you earlier 
or pick you up later than advised. 

                                                                                                                 Admin 

Attention Students: 

Untalan Middle School website is www.gdoe.net/ums.  Check out our website for more information regarding 
the school. Bulletins will be posted in the site as well as other important information.  We ask that you also 
inform your parent/guardian regarding  this site. 

In addition, current news and announcements are posted in the Pacific Daily News, Education Update.  Please 
encourage your parent/guardian to review this section weekly.                                             

Admin. 

Attention Faculty & Staff: 

Please turn in your completed TB clearance or skin test result.  You may turn it in to the NurseÕs box or NurseÕs 
office.  To all who have not done it yet, nurses from Medfirst PhysiciansÕ Group will be at the NurseÕs office on 
Tuesday, September 2, 2008 (the day after Labor Day) to do the skin test for $15.00 between 10:45 Ð 
2:00                  

Jocelyn C. Sabinay, School Health Counselor 

Attention Teachers 

Hafa Adai Teachers.  To those new to UMS, welcome!  To everyone else, nice to see you back.  Those teachers 
who have not picked up equipment reserved in the library are asked to do so as soon as possible.  We need the 
space to prepare the library for the new school year.  Si YuÕos MaÕase.         

Mr. Dan L.G., Librarian 

Attention Faculty/Staff 

GMHA announces the following courses:  CPR (Basic Life Support) (BLS) Healthcare Provider Course; 
Heartsaver First Aid; Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS); Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP); 
Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS); Advance Cardiac Life Support (ACL); Basic Life Support (BLS) 
Instructor Course; Basic Life Support (BLS) Instructor Course; Heartsaver AED for UOG Students (40 each) .  
If interested, please refer to the posting in the main office for more information. 

Admin.  

Attention Math Teachers 

Be reminded that we will have our first content meeting this Friday, Aug. 23, 2008.  Thank you. 

Mrs. Gumataotao 


